Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes, September 7, 2010 
Present: Father Sal, Chris Barrett, Chuck Chauvin, Jon Holcomb, Carolyn Labas, Patti O’Bryan, John Parrish, Carol Traen, Pat Wachter, Dave Wilmesher

Absent: Phil Servidea

Also Present: Frank Amoroso, Joe Day, Bob and Adele DellaValle-Rauth(part time)

Opening Prayer: John Parrish offered the opening prayer.

Approval of Minutes: The April meeting minutes were approved.

Old Business:

1. Stained Glass Window Status- John Parrish reported that the parish survey results indicate that there is strong consensus to go forward with the project. (Of 141 parishioner responses 121 supported the plan and 20 disagreed with it.  In terms of the total number of parishioners in the parish only about 2% are opposed to the project. Each of those who opposed the project was called and objections noted.)  The committee plans to meet with the artist on Sept. 8 to attempt to reconcile some of the issues raised.  Parishioners will be given the opportunity to make contributions toward a window(s) and execution of the plan to install stained glass windows is dependent on parishioner support. No parish operating funds or capital improvement funds will be used to purchase windows.

2. Elevator – The elevator has been installed and operation awaits the State Inspection.  The downstairs has been cleaned up and will be ready for use by Bethlehem Methodist Church for classes on September 8.  Work on the upstairs including the Library is nearing completion.  There is a possibility that the final cost may be slightly more than has been contributed for the elevator.  Council recommended that if the shortfall is only a couple of thousand dollars the balance be taken from capital funds without going back to the Parish for additional contributions.

New Business:

1. Haiti Sustainability Working Group – This group consists of members of the Haiti Committee, Pastoral Council, Finance Council and RCC staff and is tasked with evaluating means of ensuring sustainability of the Haiti orphanage via a foundation, corporate entity, etc.  The committee has been in correspondence with Mr. Robert Greene, an Attorney in Buffalo who has been a generous supporter of the orphanage both personally and through solicitation of donations from colleagues.  He has already raised a considerable sum of money to rebuild the orphanage.  However, he has made it clear to Paula that to satisfy his donors the land and orphanage must be owned by a viable corporate entity such as a non-governmental organization, a foundation or a nonprofit corporation to own and operate the Foyer.  Chris has sent a letter to Paula stating that although RCC will continue our operational support of the Foyer during this transitional period RCC shares Attorney Greene’s concerns and that additional funding for capital expenses or improvements will be withheld pending establishment of a charitable entity such as is described above.  He reiterated our support for the Foyer and invited Paula to visit RCC to discuss our concerns.

2. Youth Representative on the Pastoral Council – Council was in agreement that there should be a youth representative on the Pastoral Council.  Chris will evaluate those who are available and appoint someone.

3. Participation Level of RCC Parishioners in RCC Ministries -- Increasing parishioner participation in RCC ministries was discussed.  Some suggestions were: a.) The Ministry Minutes were good, however, they would be more effective if after the Mass members of the ministry were available to answer questions, etc. b.) extend invitations to parishioners both individually and through pulpit announcements, and through notices in the bulletin and in Heavenly Hash, c.) periodically, provide an updated copy of the ministries with contact phone numbers in the bulletin, and d.) Pastoral Council members (wearing name tags) be highly visible both during and after Mass and be available to discuss the ministries with parishioners.

4. Diocesan Appeal – At the advice of a Priest’s Committee, the Annual Diocesan Appeal has been revised.  Council members were provided with a handout that describes the appeal and its purpose.  The approach this year provides for parishes to retain some of the proceeds from the appeal to be used for parish needs.  The Parish will be provided details in early September.

Pastor: Father Sal had no comments

Senior Pastoral Associate:  Chris had no comments

Business Administrator: Joe stated that the financial report was completed and that the       “Sermon on the Amount” would be given on Sept 11 and 12.

.

Announcements:  Because the first Tuesday in Nov. is election day the November meeting will be on November 9, the second Tuesday.

Next meeting: October 5, Phil Servidea will provide the opening and closing prayer.


He will also insert the PPC agenda in the bulletin on Oct. 1 or 2. 

Closing Prayer: Offered by John Parrish

Pastoral Blessing: Father Sal conferred a blessing on all those present.









Respectfully Submitted,









Frank Amoroso

